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MSHS TRUST FUNDED RESEARCH

CONSTRUCTING NEW HIGH DENSITY EQUIPMENT TO REDUCE
COSTS OF PRODUCING APPLES

Report to the Michigan State Horticulture Society
Monday, December 6, 1999

Principal Investigator: Philip Schwallier,
Clarksville Horticulture Experiment Station, MSU Horticulture Department

Objective: To develop high density orchard equipment for 4 wheel ATV’s to reduce cost
of production..

Duration: 1% year
1** Year Report.

The first piece of equipment that is now under construction at Phil Brown Welding,
Conklin, Michigan is a double-sided covered boom weed sprayer. The weed sprayer will
have portable power source that can be easily removed and attached to another piece of
equipment. This will help reduce costs by reducing the need for multiple power sources
and/or having multiple uses for the power source. The sprayer will be able to apply weed
sprays on one side, both sides, and across the entire orchard floor when complete. We
expect it to be operational in time for the spring 2000.






